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Ivironmental Awareness and the Community

In order to understand the environmental consequences and its
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s on the community, education and public awareness should
" mean integral part of sustainable development programmes.
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Environment and Attitude Cha nge

SCh‘UltZ (2000) believes that people’s attitudes towards the
emf!ronment and the type of concern they develop towards the
environment, are associated with the degree to which they view
themselves as interconnected with nature. People’s attitude
towards the environment relies on the importance that a person
places on oneself, other people, and the natural environment.
We can say that the attitude of the individual towards environment
is based on his or her principles which will have varied value
orientations and that eventually will have diverse attitudes towards
the environment.
Forming Environmental Attitudes

According to Newhouse (1990), environmental attitudes are
formed as a result of life experiences and not necessarily due to
educational programmes designed to change attl tudes. Attitudes
can also be formed due to life experiences that include initial
predisposition to certain behaviour together with furtk‘]er activit_ies
concerning that behaviour. Information is another factor which

may lead to attitude change.
Strategies to Raise Environmental Aware |
Environmental awareness in the community & ‘
through strategies involving communication with community
members and other related Stﬂl(ChOl-df:D[.‘S .to enco%llia‘gi
neighbourhood environmental projects ﬂ“d ‘.“'“““V@Ss '“0?' ';1:3
the students’ awareness and capabilities, -rccm;]-m-fil.]uilve%
monetary assistance e SChem:jfdr(:lrr[:: (21(:](7::750 rltn[lvocsitiv;‘
that elevate community awarcr?cssz at sup R
advantage on their local LI;\:“Ol:lT::lLU/I\:::‘i:]I:;';?&,::‘I:LLB
, - : |
devc?0pcd by fripreac:‘ |c n\i E:}EE,]g;rlch disposal, climate change
. Zagc'g‘:ﬁrd Wfltt)(:r,Spustaining epvironmental programmes and
and biodiversity.
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aim on the community can be organiz_cd for creating e:nwronmema]

awareness. Strengthening the Environment Public .Awarenegs

includes raising environmental awarencss amo.ng.pohcy makc-rs;
providing environmental information tl?rough existing mass medi;
strengthening the capacity ofjoumahsts.; encouragement of the
private sector in the development of environmental programme
development. Private companies must be encouraged to haye
environmental education programmes as a component of company
policy. ; | o

& How environmental awareness can be developed through

education? Explain. - |
Ans: Environment education should strive to change the environmental

behaviour of the people by increasing knowledge on environment.
Thinking and approach of'the people towards the environment
determines their attitudes towards it. The aim of environmental
education strives to change the outlook of people towards
environment rather than creating awareness for solving
environmental issues.

Role of Education in Promoting Environmental Awareness _
Education helps to change the beliefs and attitudes; however, it
cannot change ethics or values. Education that leads to attitudes
that contradicts with the people’s ethics and values will not work.
To have a safe environment if some people have to make
sacr.iﬁces on financial security, food, or spending time with their
f‘amllies then those people who value those things highly reject
It. But the message that doesn’t re

Lheir values Wi!l be easily accepted. Hence, the educational efforts
which are against the ethics of the people will not succeed.

Ed.ucation, including formal education, public consciousness and
gu.ldance should be recognizeq ds a process by which human
b.em.gs and societies can reach their full potential. Education is
significant for promoting Sustainable development and improving

quire the people to reorganize
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ation works greatest wheh comnbined
tions. IHence cducation and other
The effects of both collectively

reaching their goals. Educ
with extra strategies of interven
measures can proceed in synergy-
an {rom their separate cflects.

ss on environmental issues is
h environmental knowledge can

ble future for mankind at

are greater th
Though public awarenc
increasing, shortage of enoug

be an obstacle for achieving a sustaina |
both international and neighborhood levels. Hence education

for environmental awareness should include,

e Knowing about the relationship between mankind and the
environment, the need for natural, social and economic
systems [or sustainable development.

e Appreciation of the desires and right of prospective
generations.

e Approving the importance of multiplicity.

o Accepting the value of life, fairness and justice issues related
with the sustainable development process.

e An understanding of the earth’s carrying capacity.
e Appreciation of the need for preventative measures.
Both formal and non-formal forms of education are essential in
altering people’s attitudes so that they have the aptitude to review
and concentrate on their sustainable development issues. It is
also significant for achieving ecological and moral understanding,
principles and attitudes, skills and actions reliable with sustainable
development and for successful participation of the people In
decision-making,. |

Ans: Roleof Non-Government Organizations (NGO?)

The role of NGO’s i i ‘
GO’s in creating public awareness on environmental

safety is recognized universally, A number of steps have been

tak s Lo promot
en by NGO's to promote debate aboyt environmental issues.
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an “action group’ or a “pressure group”. NGO's by creating
environmental issues can also organize public actions for
safeguarding environment. They can also update the policy-
d makers about the interests of both the deprived and the

- ecosystems. NGOs can also play a tlmlﬁcammlempmwdma
aining facilities. both at community and government levels. They
ar ua’lso be actively involved in research and publication on
vironment and development associated issues. It is essential
old and support authentic. small. community level NGO's
eren it parts of the country which can present much needed
jonal support precise ta the local needs.
s are also concerned about organizing environmental
38 rocrammes In fﬁCt‘ﬁnding and imgc;stigaﬁon.. ﬁ“ng
1 noveliy and experimenting in new areas,
ve and policy study. providing accurate and
n with 2 system of skilled professional team,

natior tot_heoommmutyand govermnental

) cam palgns are the key drivers in
. anain, '”{ﬁ-om the regulation of
ten !‘};m_} m lun- andﬁleabohtton
i a1 D GO's m lndia are
-‘z,.?;n_ rvation and
- Mov ‘HIJﬁ tﬁf)l"
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preservation of trees by Dasholi Gram Swarajya Marldal in
Ganeshwar and the ‘Narmada Bachao Andolan’ organized by
Kalpavriksh, are some of the examples where NGO’s have
played a significant role in the society for protection of
environment.

The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), the Worldwide
Fund for Natural India (WWE, India), Kerala Sastra Sahitya
Parishad centre for Science and Environment (CSE) and many
other agencies are playing a major role in creating propagating
environmental awareness through research as well as outreach
work. CSE created awareness all over the country abounl the
violation of permissible limits of pesticides in the Cola drinks.
NGO’s will have an important role to develop the patterns of
growth and protecting the environment with a variety of news
and actions made by the organization.

However, NGO’s are facing certain challenges in
disseminating knowledge on environment like shortage of trained
personnel in the field of environment protection, lack of research
and development facilities, financial constraints, lack of
cooperation from the governmental agencies, difficulties in the
mot‘Jility on account of lack of j transport facilities and
?:nwronmental NGO’s are facing integrity crisis with many J
Instances of misuse and scandals.

« :

ig?;;gt@ﬁ‘:;??:siz :;1 environmental education.
The role of media in promotin ENT'AL ppuesT o7 - is vital
since the newspapers, ma g.enwronn‘lental education is vt

] i » Magazines, radio, and television help
!Jeople Inachieving awareness. Awareness tcan { process
in environmental education, T SRor p-r

: n. Through formal and non-formﬂ]
education awareness abouyt the i ble
communities can be improved, In € interests of vulnera®

- Ina developing country like Indiay

Ans:
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environmental awareness can be created through
mass media, art, and traditional knowledge
The media may pl

elements like

: _ 4y @ major role in emphasizing on
environmental issues such ag sharing, governing power, lucidity,

responsiveness, wider agreement, justice and comprehensiveness
-and answerability. It can promote superior environmental

governance. The role of media is massive in meeting the

necessities of the inclusive environment, and it can also operate:

e To transmit the thought and information and way of life from
everyplace in the world |

e To make sure the information and traditions sharing from the
developed countries to the developing countries |

e To persuade the people at all levels

e To reassign thoughts and culture resulting in a homogenization
of commercial culture that threatens to disturb and modify
the native values

Media can play a vital role to inform the masses on environmental

issues through articles, environmental rallies, plantation

campaigns, street plays, real eco-disaster. stolees and success

stories of protection. In order to provide mforfnatlon on

environmental issues to public we can see more environmental

magazines, newsletters and journals, besides TV and radio

. NOW a days, . I , . '

programmes on top
dance, besides diverse areas of
‘ y reach audiences In

television consist of

natural world, plays, music and. oS
normous delivery time 0

concern. Ithasané .
homes, schools and public places.

: : aps .
Radio, Television, Print M‘:_j'at a?ndﬂﬁinl:e nowledge gain, public
The power of mass medid 0

. sad these days.
i d behaviour has been' well I-‘lccogmz‘t'll in creating
e (el tronic and print media) are Vile
Mass media (eiec
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amongst the people. Different information tools like radio,
television and newspaper are spreading awareness related to
climate change and environment protection among the p.COp|6 at
4 faster rate than personal contact. The production and
distribution of printed materials such as book, magazines,
newspaper and brochure may help in transfer 'o'f new
information’s and technologies whereas radio and television are
the important tools for dissemination of quick information. Radio
is even more popular among the poorest and distant communities.
It is exceptionally good in disseminating messages 1o large
audiences at cheaper prices. The information provided by the
radio can highlight the issues thereby bringing positive and
significant change in the people. The use of this media is very
effective in producing an intellectual platform for the people.
Creating sensitivity to the surrounding environment is very
important as we depend on the nature to fulfill our needs.
Television can be used to improve many essential aspects of
everyday life. In a country like India where there is a prevalence
of high illiteracy media can play a critical role. Majority ofthe
population feels that both radio and television as reliable and in
promoting information. In India there are approximafely 45
million television sets and they can act as i_n,ﬂ.Llen‘tial means of
providing information. A vast majority are having cable and
satellite connections. Television has turned out to be 'z‘li{ec.essity
ommunities. Television videos and serials can be
ce in the spreading environmental awareness
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