| CHILD LABOUR

It goes without saying that lodays children are

~ tomorrows nation builders. Observance of human rights
begins with the manner in which a society treats its children.
A civilized and sensitive society will accord dignity to its
. young citiezens by creating conducive conditions in which they

. can develop their full potential and look forward to a full
| and satisfying adult life. -
, But inspite of above thinking, Ghlld labour iS @ major
threat to Indian society. Almost 50 lakh children are still
- working across India. Child labour is a matter of serious
concern all over the world. Millions of children start working
at a very young age both nationally and internationally. It is
"2 challenge for both developed and developing countries.
i’ The term "Child Labour" is often used synonymously
lth "Employed Child" or "Working Child." In this sense it
is co-extensive with any work 'done by child for gainful
”urpose But more commonly it suggests something which. | |
is hateful and explorative. Homer Folks, Chairmar of the.
:-".-'mted States National Child Labour Commission, defined
'f-'hlld labour as "any work done by children that interferes
'j',lth their full physical development and their opportunities,
for a desirable minimum level of education or their needed
C eation. According to the International Labour organization,
hi d labour includes children permanently leading adult lives, = =
Working long hours for low wages under conditions damaging
c their health and to their physical and mental development,
Sometimes separtated from their families, frequently deprived .
f meaningful educational and training opportunities that could

)pen up for them a better futures."
Child labour refers to engagemen
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livelihood for dlfferent lndustrles These child labourers are
mostly found working barehanded in factories like carpet
making, glass blowing unit and ﬁrework making factories. In
the carpet industries the child labourers are paid very less |
wages and they have to work in an unhygtemc condition for
long hours. Poverty and over population can be regarded
as the two most 1mportant reasons of Chlld labour in India.
The parents are compe]led to send thelr children for working
- in such faotones due to economlc Teason. ‘Child labour is
harmful to the mental and phys1ca1 development of the child.
The problem of ch11d lab(aur was identified as a major
problem in the 19" century when the mechamzed large-scale
production was first started. At that t1me for the lack of state
regulation over the condmons of employees in industries, the
employers were ﬁ'ee to bargam w1th labour Many children
‘were ' ernployed in cotton and ]ute rmlls ‘and they were
employed even for underground works Gradually public
attention was drawn towards the evﬂs done on child labour.
., The fact that chtldren are ent1tled to rights have been
acknowledged in various declaratlons and‘ conventions from
time to time. The Geneva Declaratmn of the Rights of the
child, 1924 was the first convention adopted by the League
of Nations to cons1der the rights of chlldren The Universal
Declaration of Human nghts 1948 confers rights to all
human belngs without any drscrlmmatton on the basis of age
Or SeX. Moreover it also, stresses that a Chlld is entitled to
special care and ass1stance Art1cle 24 of the Universal
Declaration of Human nghts specxﬁes that - ‘Every child shall
have without any discrimination the rights to such measures
of protection as are required by his status as a minor, on
the part of his famlly, society and the state.

* Evry child shall be reglstered 1mmed1ately after birth and
shall have a name. |
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